
Der Lehrstuhl für Antikes Christentum 
an der Theologischen Fakultät der Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin 

 
 

lädt ein zum 
 
 

Vortrag (in Englischer Sprache) von 
 
 

Annewies van den Hoek (Harvard University) 
und 

John J. Herrmann, Jr. (Museum of Fine Arts, Boston) 
 
 

Philo’s Mission to Rome: A Historical-
Archaeological View 

 
 

am Donnerstag, den 07. Dezember 2017, 18:00 Uhr 
 

in der Theologischen Fakultät der Humboldt-Universität 
Burgstr. 26, 10178 Berlin, Seminarraum 117 

 
 
In spite of its highly rhetorical character, Philo’s Legatio ad Gaium reflects a historical 
situation with real people and real places. New light can be shed on Philo’s embassy to the 
emperor Caligula in 38-39 CE by coupling the fields of archaeology and philology. 
Archaeologists have used Philo’s account in his Legatio to interpret excavated remains in 
Rome, and these remains can in turn offer some new perspectives on the philosopher-
ambassador’s rhetoric. The emperor wanted veneration from the Jews and pampered 
Philo with access to his private retreat. However, Philo’s response to the luxurious setting, 
while not entirely indifferent, was not what the emperor expected. 
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