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Life, Liberty, the Pursuit on ‘the College Campus

The horizox;s att ‘b‘alle.gé? are evér wideﬁing for thie youné freshma;)..
His flights of thought -and fancy ever soar higher — beyond the c;"smi)us.
For this is a new wérid and inspiriné. New faces, new characters, .and
bevy of new and’ attractive young females. : o o
: Time and the pursult of happiness. | |

" But tnere is also that moment 's pause for t e twitch f;)f.:nosté;ig}.a -

>. with the narrow:.ngwgf the sun's path in the sky, the early tw:.light the
first autumn chJ.ll - for the familiar home sctenes. The heart hesitates a
. bit perhaps, and skips a béat with the trepidation of expectancy and the
new experience. But not for long, for the new Alma 1.{ater s> Bocly, pre-
sents her smiling new face to you: the varnish .on the benches, desks and
¢s2 woodwork; the new paint on the walls and the calcimine on the cei-
ling; the fresh new spfing -in the old prof, and the fresh-clean-shaven
pampered face of the young prof° the shine and eagerness in the eye of
both, student and professor. The busy whirlpool of life in the halls!
and on the campus gives your spirit a mighty fillip.

And above all the ery of th.e' campus.

Campus,. campus, campus!

Prexy, prexy, prexyl

Rah, rah, rahl
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The cry of the campus, the sﬁelferiné cémpus,‘the Motper—Cémpug; the
nulti-faced campus: . i

- . The crunch of the dry leaves on the gravel walks in the crisp au-
tumn aid. The nodding branches overhead shedding their 1éa§és, bronze-
ﬁbréwn, yellow and blood-red, witﬁ the sun in them. The swish of the wet
grass under foot, with the dew of the mornlng or evenlng 1n them. The
august brownstmne:buildlngs, and the buff bricks, the greystone of the
Gothic chapel; the three—storéy geology structure, which also houses the
department of physics, with its glass” cupola of the Observatory scanning

the skyy. The newest and most modern structuré (next to the Torbets Dor-

mitory, named for the president,) is thgt of the Department of Chemistry.

¥
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It stood .large and isolated in the ‘extreme left of the campus, -and re-
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minded George of a large brown sguatiing cow in a lush meadow. The only
woo&en structure on the campus is the anclent Plttman Hall, An the Qen~"

. ter-of 1it,

\

The venerable, mellowed and lightsome face of the oldfprof, and the
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graven earnest visage of the yaung prof, the»masters of Denm aing eampus’ the
agbiters and shapers of the destinies and hopeﬁ of the young people wha come

here to live and learn, or to learn how to live.

The Life. the Libérty‘and the pursuit of Happines, and the Hépe, énﬂtﬁe

campus! , : o : I

ﬂﬂe campus. It comes into your 1life and never goes out ef it. It is -
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interwoven inbyou‘witﬂgps numberiess tentacles, filaments and myriads o
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The campus: The beautiful campus. The hazy, motherly, warm, tender ]
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eampusi The shining brilliant campus. The ela‘gampus, the young campus.

The dowdy campus, the pert éprightly cempus. The frowning, stern campus.

)
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 The 1earnea campus, the stupid campus. The bully‘campus. But the Liother

eémpus; The gentle campus ef the woodsd hinterlana‘thét leads down the

S

slopes to the cool flowing s.4 leaping Kennebec.. NE ‘ ” f'fh ;

It's Eﬁ@raocnry the philosopﬁy of life. fté~ own life, on its awn

‘9

scale, on its ¢wn herizon, and en its own zenithl

Y

And its zenith is reflected in the im age cf ‘VBrexy. '“; B
Prexy with brown face and flutterinb cgttails havering ever the Zenith,

radiatlngullnes of guidance to the campus pepulace.

Y ' £

Prexy, prexy, prexyl ‘ i

The most often, the most mysterious spoken word on the campus.:

Prexy - the new and the 0ld, the unknown and the known - prexy.

ueod 0ld prexy.

Prexy and the campus.

" The campus and prezy.

They gathered from all corners of the globe, teachers and pupils,
crossed and recrossed and criss;crosséd, grasped hands and became one. They

wers one and united in tnz body that was Bocly College. A round compact

.body, with the sunny smile of Prexy shining over all.




A tremendous wave af activity, aq undulatlna““bedy xhrewinv 1its weight

S areund. Every unit and part of {t hustlinc, grabbing, grasping. Teacner
and pééil prcparinv the graund buildinc the nest for the eventful year
ahead; Teachar meets pupil. Teacher is painfully surprised or cggrmed.

, Pupil is somewhat disappoinfed. The professer in Greek, such a famous au-.
’thar%gy, & schelar, and all of him is like a skimpy bagful of beneSFfAh,
yau'&alt yeu.wanxed a Yan Dyke and a elassic face, for the classithreek{

l,?utpwhase stamp of ‘approval oh é classigwface or anything classic that it be

«éo and so to be classic° and vhat 1é classic and wnat isn't? Or what's so

'f”{ihponxaﬁi in beinz classie, ar‘a classioe? Must it be af a certain age and ‘

stamp?.For 19,’and behold, the amiable prafessor ?f Zoology and, Betany

looks more like a farmer than a scientist. But he.is entirely in his ele-

ment - the 8011, wh;nce the'relaged twinq ef %otany and zoaelogy, and its

nat far removea triplet bialagy. Hig face is ruddy‘frem the sun that smiles

. on his soil, and theugh the fringéyaf haxr'around ‘the smaoth dome -0f his S
skull -is greying, his face is reund and full and youthfulj for together
with the sun. and,soil ‘he has a.yeuthful wife whe satisfies his °Very*othef
need. Things are not what they seem.. And what . they seem not they often are.
You can go down the line anﬁ.shrug'y;ur shoulders at all the sights unseen,
and ét all the wonders expected and pnexpected,ﬂand come out at ths athex.end‘?
changed or unchanzed depending on your sén pecularities,'and your mgia,:,
and your clay. o '

In the steny Seology building thej are;;gfying the shelves, rearranging
apd arrgyxngi the peculiarly s%?ed and faced stones8 and rocks upon which .
reats the origin the history aﬁd the destiny of our planet. The rocks are
intangible and saturn, and immoveably moveable. They remain silent -and eold
&8 stone. And the supervisor of it all, the—directing genius, wheo owns
them and panders to them like tis own children , has assumed and partaken

of their unsmilinz stoniness:. But that's only his exterior, for under-

ngath liées a smiling warm hears,

|
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Akhin yoﬁnclsn lnstructor, with a wry smlle, clrects the freshman

phy51cs. He teaches the phy51cal phenomena -of nature, and among” his” favo—

rite subjects are the following: The new.wonders,. aerodynamics, and

-

X~-rays and the old,buﬁievermnewrwohder in the annals of Bocly's history -

Jack Boomb's curve. “ o f S RN

. 'r.;., .
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Jack Boombs, hallowed be thy name in the halls of Boclf‘ In I9I2, as

4

well as the years beforefand the*long years aftef) Boombs looms‘ across

& ot ¥

the length and breadth of Bocly campus, gu’”

£
Fa

Once there was agreat pltcher, Jborn and brought up in the Bocly tra-

> 3
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dition. And he pitched for Bocly, and\he became a “phenom“ ‘in the Magors,

and his name was Jack Boombs. And once a year in the sprwng he would grace

-

his Alma Mater with his august presence, and he would pitch a few 1an1ngs

and mow them dowm to the thrllllng rhythmlc heart beat of the evanaellcal -
> " content -
young aluml and alumnae,. and the portly'of the older and corpulent ones.

w5y g

However, if ever a batter, a joung ‘and uncouth whlnpersnapner, unschoole&”

and untutored 1n the ethuette and method of respect for the withering arm

.of the greying old—tlmer, would -smash the ball out- of the playlng—fleld ard

onto the rail ; qutside. the campus (and maybe hit an.unwary speedlpg train)

t

for a grand slam, those of exce531ve age and embonp01nt vould takgfas épuge
A
joke - the prankster being old’Boombs himself, and & his f01l - uhe young

444444

and pull—on their fat cigars with great gusto. Aha, hah, hah, and ehe - he,

hel "Isn't he the grand fellow though " one would poke the other'!s ribs.

And the other Jelly—belly would uwlulate with the merry note, "what a jol-

. iy goodfellow, Jack! He threw the dud to the young s@rig so he'd have some—
thing to crow about, to?tell his mother, perhaps.his sweetheart, of hif
prodigious performance. He would telil his childeren, aud they in turn

their children to the end of the days. A grand benevolent act by a

grand fellow.™ Upon that they would drink an extra bottle of the legal

one- percent beer) and
¢ -

F
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their faces would burst Wlth decepn1ve~red color of new oIood, presump_
tive young blood, that bloomed in them.~ :
" And now in the fall, whenr the curve was a. fond memory, and to inltl—““
ate the novitiates 1nto the rites of” Bocly s patron—salnt of baseball,
tit became incumbent upon the young 1nstructor to expatlate on the sklll
.“and deceptiveness of- the Boombs curve, not only from a. fond memory but

LA - ¥

also from the standpo*nt of phy51cal 1aws as Well Slnce tbe 1netructor

S ." i B ,{4’5’"’ N A st ’ .
" had nothing else to come to the&ald of“hls veroal exp051tlon of’tbe curve - I
ti‘“ v 7
. but a .. . linear 1ine”’ that suddenly,splurgee 1nto ‘g curve when it rea—

ches the batter, and falls unscathed (the ball that-is) “into the catcher's ’

mltt, it remained to George as mystlfylng and~confu31ng as ever. Indeed
C &
how could g ball throwr 1n a stralvht llne suddenlj start cavorhlng -and

v"'

. drop on reachlng the batter1 Was 1t.all an, Opthal 111u510n, or was the

professor right?

¥t was much easier to fo&iow~en,the ease~ofsthemwopder-XADay, Wherek
one could see the skeleton, or. the shadoWs of .bones of one's hand. Ske-
leton handsi FGW’ephemeral the‘flesh was, ‘that. all that was permanent, - j
if only for 2 whlle, was: the skeleﬁon! For that awsome exhibit the in-. o
structor had a wooden, box-llke structure; narrow 1n front and. wide*in
-~ the rear, where you put yolv.?zl'l? You: Tooked 3.:15——&: i --e%lf LAk T and horrozj
upon horror, there they were, thewlong skeletone bones of your fingers!

The moral of ikl ‘ : ) 1 A . -

2 6

we : - T A
Pittman Hall was almost at;the eiect center -of the campus. It was an ‘
-old nondeSorlpt wooden structure. Its .only distinction was the huge bell
on its roof that tolled the lugubrlous hours for student and faculty
_ alike. But in fts ancient lecture rooms,. patched over year after year with . 2
[ fresh varnish and paint that neither concealed decay nor the effluv1um !
of mouldering wood, the mustness of -0ld book ¢s, there bubbled the wells i
. of ancient tsgues, Greek and Latin, and the freshets’ of the descendents

. of the latter — the. Romance languages; French and German.

N .
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Dr. Hermann.Kbnnard nlcknamed “Dutchy", Dre51ded over the German
Department while his antinode off the opposite 51ae of the building,
Professor Mormen, (Frenchrﬂmer1can ancestry, good Baptlst to the end“of
‘his days) headed the French Department A 1ittle man, of unqualified

,quality, served as a llalson~off1cer of sorts between the two of them in

his capacity as a531stant instructor in French and German. George long

“ remembered the man!s pltlful honklng trylpg _to. pronounce thé word "donc"

< L

.e,,,v

as‘w?: it was pronounced by the good peoole of France.. He Was no more
~‘successful when,he trled the gutteralg flrst nerson 51ngular pronoun

ﬂIcn"’ nhe gutteral gutted his vocal cords, got stuck Dnere, and came

out, to hlS dlsgust "Iek", He was red-faced. ) E . . .4

- ; "
Es

‘ﬁ“Dutchy“ on his part oewer faﬁied to -poke fun et his subordinate
» for his difficul® labors anent. the controver51al "ch“ *Poutlng and ’
" tightening a thin.llp, “All dat's needeo is-a sllght constrlotloﬁ of
the (pronounced.“dche") 1arjnx, dhus., " and he proceeded to haw K violent-
ly. But that was only the start, the 1mpetus, from which his 1mplsh ’
good-natured drollery would take.its 'cue to launch on & 1ong'tirade‘
in His quaint English, which came gﬁtteral:and hard in'Germanic accentsa
to the acute delight of his students. Often‘he—would point a gnarled
e fiﬁger at a student, male or female, who was caught éfeamiﬁg of some-
T thing more pleasant than. the German neuter. But it was only a Pucklsh
finger, bent on a bit of mischief, .and. a scolding stlng that had no
venom in it€.

‘

It was always good 0ld Dutchy.

| ' . -7




Tne .art and curiesity of being a eslleoe fresnoman, You need the divi-
ning 1mavinat10n of an artist the dauble—edaed swo.rd of téguﬁggkdian of
Eden, the couraze of a Hercules, and the swiftness of foot of an Apello, to
kéep your feet aﬁ the campuse, and keep your head above wataer. ﬁctually.yeu
could be mdde to walK upsiade &awg ﬂan your hands, and mowed down :f yeu arev
. qualmish) or thréwn inte the Kermnebcec or liaselemsky, your head &omsed in
) the wintry waters), to crawl on your belly, meyew like .a weak kitten, arAgreﬁl
like a bulldog, or sPriﬁt-like a monkey. And you can be made to do all these
-things and more ifkyeu are obstreperous and show it} er if yeu are afwthe_ '
arregaﬁt type and don't shew 1it, théﬁtis ot having the guts te back‘if'up;

er if in general you are stupid and are inclined to be supercilleus. Zspe-

“elally Bhe 138t tWo = isi ids. the privzlev@ ofmtne upper clssmen. Fer they

3.
nave tne wWisdom, the right, and the traditlon and you are, but the worm that

ferawls in mushy sail ‘and can anly look up. Rah ran and ane;ner ran to tie
Upper Classman, and don't forget'te look up te nlmt‘ ot down, for you are
8 lowly worm, crawling on the ground. )

"You must never wear a sweater en the campus grounds, that priéi;ege is
reserved enly far the higher -classes, You must not talk to a caeﬁ, you must. .
net walk on the right sids of the street. You must be stigmaééed and signa-
1lized by wearing the multi~colored Freshman cap which announces your being,
like a beacon light from ény distance. You must eat and drink and sleep ard
perferm your other’ﬁatural funetient according te mandate and prescription -
ffom yaur natural overlords. .

' ‘Gearge bowed teo all the rules-and regulations -not augfmera meekness and
subnmissivensss (there was a stubborn streak in his makeup) but because ne
he wanted to. He found life on the campus companluole and curiaus. And he
game and he meant %o

L

play it cbeerxully and vracelully with the rest of hic class. He conceivedof

an
as socmething
the college eampugmga %a appreciated as 19 otner ‘spot; on earth, asAem:ity

actually taok pleasure in his "tormentors®. It was a
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4n its own arbvi‘.t,_ withk its own stellar system. It's a thing, it's a being,
‘4t's & ‘colossus; it's a ferociscus thing, it's a friend. Itis goed, it's

bed, ,'1t's freuning, it's smilipg; 1 hates, it leves. It's dark, it's light?!
It has \all the angles and ‘sthe facets. And yeu 'caz:er them -&7 accardin‘g‘ to
yeur oxn appreciasion, at;t*ibuta and attitude. But take them you mus‘@. One .
mament;you ars a hero, yow strut ua*?ﬁ"byoui: egoy, for ysu are one of t];at
great boedy that eé;npriéés this little"conjxpaict universe with its own medicum
of laws an"d zséuiatians-. Ia ‘another moment you are the "lewly Fresnman with

-the gtigma et the :Eresma& eap, and the bowing and scrapino ta the saphamore,

who has you in his immediate cluteh. But you derive.a sort af vicariaus plea~

sure E. 4% from - the pricks =mnd needles from your imz%&iate superisr,.the Saphe:-:“‘

.. mare.‘,who is 3= s eharge of you fer the restv of them,, es;)ecially the

>

Seniars whe had. becoms genile and slathful with ags. It's not a matyrdom,
+

nor the gaed—a&icn‘bg*' palie;r, nor tu:mincr the a’oher cneek but sort eof a com=,
£ }f

W‘tmal feeling, eff ba:«.nv in the midst of ‘chlngs ne matter what they Aare. Nat

o<

te be conspiemous.

) P 1

Some rehel, a.nd"beccmr;_ conspleusus, because they are. intaleran%. And so LS

; 1ntaleranea§gvmzf greé‘ne.;‘;eyskad against them., And the regulations ﬁore' |

strinzent, eni even Ve‘ngef;il. The "rebelifbecemes an outeasy, and Wee te him |
on the tradisional hazing night, Bloody Monday Night,if he is anywhere to be

found, on or off the camplSa : ‘ R

. Chapter III P

. ' "Blandy Menday Hight T ' 4
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The pozp and cirocums$ance, the chastisemens, :thé ennoblement, the pride,

w X%

the compulsiaa, the motivatsd and the b1lind spiris,

%, tn2 domi~

13ting erupiive farce, tha submiseivensss, the ennui and the clesh of passionsi




