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.ﬁs lang as, you ‘don®t think me mzeer.“ "”astar smiled and sa1d\n313hi:ng.j e

‘brew a sterm anﬁ’wreek the baat. :, }”ﬁ ’
. SN Rl P ’ i
"Rather clever. ’ 7 "y :
- "RFor me, yau mean.~0fheoux§é yau’gre;superiqg;" . , : i
“iet's nat gét inta pergomalities. Yau'know-mewbetfér.“ . ' ;. -
f; "1 suppase you'd uccaunt f@r love of parents or. eountry. _ ~
S "YOu“had‘theachance;z;,tatknaw your parents andyxnureauntgy. But even
. there one is apt tﬁgpvardokanﬁ.&ee@me hysterieal e  f‘“ 7. _ﬁﬁ
¥ " T LL N R . A )
ap "Yau meé:mratianalize or. analyze..iﬁ L L;;’ > ;’ﬁ 5 :‘Z“ m’
i\’ "Why not?‘One wouldn't be 32 agt to cendemn anether eeuntqy, ar}anather
eople, or think one's father or mather are the. only ones»‘,,xf K .
; "You wanﬁ justifieution?"{” e T 'f N }’wﬁ'% if; X
C "Nuts‘ Tbat erénium of yauxs ig full DfVlt. M"‘%' s i#% )
- ode S By ‘,; " ’

"<ﬁ ““hank‘yau Faster.‘lt's gaad ts be a 1itt1e less than sane samotimc.

* 4 & . - '; : et e 3 .:A. .
are’ budiiesw . Tk e o e T e e
'1 “Guess we ‘are bath nuts.“'f - o ’ . f*'fv;f P . :
» “Only in»&iffezent ways aaﬁ in alfferent thlngs Niiyx . w; - ﬂ
. a3 ’ o A
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#. Let those moments ﬁlaurlsn in one's Tife 1like bhininb
¥ -8tars, 2md.let them remain_.as signpests om the lenz
o . tortuous read. let them remain far gpart s as not -
» : " %o distraet us; for we have much read ahead and
c . Rueh strzving. e, . Lt

The last ef thd seasen's gemes had been. played, the Maine ehampionship

had been won, amd Thankegiving was eclose upon. Tﬁb/déy before ths helidiy
the campug was deserted, Fogter~;nd.0yntpia had gone home, but Gesrge re-
mained behind. It was not an easy, decision for Georgezﬂénd net.bsiﬁg«able
qu&te to make up his mind he let himseIf stay behind'b§:;imp;e expedie%g%“

of letting things take thelr owm courss. 1% was @ very simple and convenienf
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way- . tsj“smn t,ne mantle 9f 1ndolence and 1naetivi:cy cuaa sink’c“?.»x}f-e’.,
, morass and sw..m af 1e13};a;'gx, :thus sorvinb te. selﬂvi, at legig’tggnrarile

a problem whimmgamnaw become etherwisa 1nsaluble aml alse to serve the
< goed, and beneiu:ial purpese of: relax,\gbaut and frayed nerves. : Ty

S S
- - ..,‘a,*,,.@,,w o
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As much as he tried to tell himself that BZLa.x:Leavw Was’na problem ﬁne

" preblenm tnat h::.S Blanea grew bifrger. And now. that the rush af pre-haliday

e ‘!- .:'

exems v:as mmr ne had mere time to thinkc Bven in thn sx;all heurs cf thﬁi :

-WA.,M X X
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. morninv he'd wake v with a slight shiver to pemder thenT i

- . . "ww ke
< 1f ‘he deesn't. z3 heme he or she will be estranofa mer‘ -and mare. Conld . he
K i ad.}‘,g;; ‘35;{ T, .

mally be c.t neaee wij‘.h himself., or womld he, 1:f.’ Blancnﬁleft hia and” an%

*

1;3 someone elss? Harolrl far 1nstwe&?lould ‘he be jealsus® an@ resgnti:uh
« from home gj‘ ~

w & o R 2
e 331‘\9% or at least lecturers net ,)ust teaehers. Yau have neurs, nat >a; @aﬂy*‘ﬁ

You are on Feur awﬁ:
‘Otnerwise you think you are
But not sa Blanca:. And she ‘
for the weekend heliday. _ ST e AR

e . . 7 Coa
On the ave ®f the haliiay ke strode in the wilderness of the back—campus.
A Be was ‘.lam yAn8 ne was lomely. A hellish wind was blowimg, full of cehill

wnd daupness, ke moon was hidden, or there was no moon, and the stars wars
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wurtainea by thiek,scuaéimv elouas and the mist rose; highfrn the eky, It
" - : he )
‘was like Being or a lomely starmy island eut off frem nzmlixzaﬁlo feltjdt

p;,ty creépmg%zaﬁnl }ms é.e;atlneel te be alom and away from hame on the

st

halilay. He had mever been away befcre, He thought of his mother,: .. her

w3 ST
* i‘é‘;

face wreathed in smiles at tnx sight of him and ‘now she was bent with eares

A =

K

Sy -

wher‘hnsband -espeeially- en the halld«y. Ani he

and werry and longing afte

. wauldihave beent the vohlele,‘tne”sauree& the Splrit aﬂ eheer for. her . Was

“it'a myth, a fantasy that built 'er hlm’a barrier-wa11? ‘

..w;

% . . wks,‘

¢ a* ”he win& now was blowing harder and raugheneéwthe Kennebec 8 surfaee
* §

A

under the pall af nist- inta‘seurryinv babbllnD whltee“ns. He cauld only

o imabine tnem but he s &%e%eauiﬁ near tnelr %N eeaslass'murmurlnv talk. Shey

; K or o,

ST

were reaehing*gut and 1app1ng at $he xoes of hlsusnaes .and flnglly he‘hegan

ta féel a creeping ehllliness 1E,h13 feet. L S

s LoE

:‘f '».R?
eIi”%e& the steep {nellne back to hlS darmita-_-1
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ry -and put in a, eall to his mOuher'f

ﬁaruptly he turned. He
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Shekwonla understand. - t "L
j; “»:5 bgf‘ "« "f “ . : ’
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" lirs. Berely was a nast master*at brswmlng%a turkey 1o its erispest and

"": o . g ~ ' i

B |

mest sueeulent(?ersel} As to the}garnlshings and other prerequisitesfor ‘the .-

‘.‘ #
i
o

holiaay table there was no marexlavish T hané. There was plenty ef nersel;{??,

Qrerywhere in the nause fer she hevered aver all witn the ubiguity of her

- ‘
B o g

large hcdy andispirit' and, 'asr»f by magzeﬂ wherever her hand teuched thare

sprang up délectables, delieaeies v1ands and the rlehest and strangsst eof

"

- feeds., And all marsnaled in. erder of.: ‘their agpcrnte@ﬂ.ces like a well

trained army{ Zasy to reaeh, and easy(;a/the taste. It was a warm and eheer~

=

fnl eecasiag,that ;hanksg171nw ﬁay in the year £ the Lord, Iglé' in the -

%rely Lousehold. Even lir. Bersly was ripe for thn occasian naving been
- aseured by nsw tuat lir. Wwilsen would not do a sa:eraault to upset the busines
applecart, 3etty was her l1ittle smilinu self, the rich,soft chestmut tres-

2
gea nﬂyling in abundanece on her white shoulders, even reaching down to the

" i ¥
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dzlleata eurves cf her walst ~lige. Sne had a pallsh and deleetable 1aek

L e Foranh o vy “
‘9

gbout her rounded ani Derfectly molded -fass; ané,the roge-like budﬁing of
T -~
Les llps, ohe was not the least, nor the smallest ai%xeasuxe 1n the Bbrelg

_‘l‘ v

,haasdgmld ‘to ¢heer 0ne 8 heart, and make one forgei n;s an31etlps. Betty
weg a brave lass of sixteen, and theuzh borm and brought up 1n a esllegexw

@ T s had z W'“ ;,
town, thls was the flrst time snehever cOme gloce te&thase 1mmerta1 heraes

~x e -
\ G

%heo have business within the saered.pgpgalgu- of B?e}y.’hhy, ﬁhey werengne
Very :ones Wnb createq sarmueh rumer and talk, who‘perfarmed Hemerle (she

E sk s (ch&m{a/akf)
hzd read the. Illad and the hsrole deeds of Lencelet and tne etner braves :

- ~

of ¥ 1no Arthur s Reund Table) feats on the fleld ef ealloge sperts. ‘The ¢}

3.

Whala town lived with them, and by them, and aiei w1tnsut uhem. ﬁhen thsy
m

;,:‘z

g“ playe& thelr ‘anties on the town: it wasg taken w1th god& graee, an@ perhaps

@ EE r».*t wx &

e

W1th a "tnanﬁ you™, For ueds ean de no wreng. Here she* was &t*téble W1tg
P g o R l"d N

i st

fdaano of‘tnem‘ The pale dimples in her cheeks wers: the best sie ever preé~

v veh * -
wwed, and the well-shaped £u11 1ips epemed o vhe sweetvSt ,min Yo HaytE

Gearwe haﬁ deigned %o utter, ths shadow ef her langﬂeyelashes é.lp‘pinO down

i

d@ver hgr deep 'gray eyes in gelf effacement anﬁ eemplete*&cquxecsence ta o TR

Gearge s prenauneoments. Her paremnts had put aeorvefan;a hivh pedestal, and

%

5
even if sho was nct ‘up te reaching it she eenld glerzfy nlm,.dnﬂ encirele Luu

v
- ~ *

in the hale~-frame of her leving and adaring yekth;"aue ysnng"ﬁreams of PR

i, ¥ ¢ i .

isve, ;;a,h;’giax* L {: She édrezmed her: dreams of shouting erawds 2nd eheer-
K il S,

ing*.anﬁ rah .rah, rah's, and victeries ef the teams' ani thelr heavy feet-

2}

i 'falls that reverberated te her Veny hone;, teo her very heart, their Sevah-
b
league strides that reachad aver the reqf ef her house,.the faees-abeve

those gstriding legs that reaehed inte the clouds, and even up to the shn,
msen and stars. Thess fzees she eould net see, bt nust fbt sure ﬁeleng'te
ker Jegendaery herees, whe, if net Godg,must at least be like angels{-- in

‘,“ .
her emn heaven. b

& &

} . '

~ 4nd in the warmth of heart .and hearth of the family, and in the adoratia
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of 1ittle Betty, Geerge 8 aftcrnﬂan wore an through the sqert twilinnt and

R R HYy e
5, i‘c

into the lights of the darkening @ cnlng, when festivities. started anews 5

" The heuse was filled with guests. There was small talk they gathered
. in p.H grvups they denced, thcy nlayed briqge. Gegrpe was poor feurth hana

,*at a btidge table. Hrs. Berelv, who was his nartnez‘taax caro that he wasn't

teo embarrassed when he nade o qrr@r. Like a gaod general she wounld antiei-

”-", - ]w" o

pate his moves ani eaver«them‘n uw1th'the adraitness ef her mansuvérs.jI{D

-in spite of her clcver mave;)heﬁwsuld threw & kinv sr a queen instead ef an

N pak 5

';,"ace, thereby lesim? a triek or evex. the* game she‘d smlle eneaqravin71y over:
l‘;f’ the bridge table at him whih m;anﬁ- "Don't mind the klbitzers. You-are
S 5 A

.7 deing 211 right for a bewinner. Yeu 11 learn saen cnguvh."énd when the .game

w ¥ L

i“{ was over she would take“hla away cﬁ the'pretext that she wanted hlm te meet ”

A I N 3

:‘,ene of the guests ani weuld tal&[

% Q him.f"Really, yau“did better than I ever

ﬁfi:;expﬂctéd‘@WS fhe main thing, yon mugt enawy’yourself. The secand tlmé yeu 11

- ‘i,é_:: s 2 2O
' 1ike it b&ttera All even.»inu Sﬂeﬁd keepAa vioiinmyeﬁahrm «anQ*géguto B

s

%t =

. he wasg not left to himself, alene. Somehaw sne had éiscaverod that trait of

A

breadin? in him whlch lurﬁei undor the surfaee ef Jﬁl%ty, .and hls:vlft ¢f

. ;‘¢ snarino in the game of life. She rea& 1t 1n his. eye° in the brief moments”
" * :)
o when he stood 2lexe, when his attention was nat éistraeteé irom*hlmsslfc And’

A

- under certain eirenmstgnees, oeeasiens and evencin assoclatien w1tn certaln

! Whl(:h. a;
poaple, she observed, this mesdiness wauld seize and enoulf nim. It(yerq}as

if his inner saul wag the eore within a. massive substanes whieh dld nqt per-

X

mit of blendinp or suffusing with eertain other” sauls. Of a sudéen and

witheut warnino it weuld shut itself 'into seelusien, and wan&er eff inte ane-ﬁi

ther werld. In the few months of her aequaintance and proximity to nin she

7« e >,

.

hgd learned t: iivine those symptems. And as, her vuest of the evenina She Pe~s-

awowed ti1at ‘nevar must she allaw him to encrust himself 1n$d thet snell.

i

George missed thase womentary aberratlons in whieh he gould see things clegr

& . )
a8 erystal, es threuzh 2 transillumination bfhheavenlf“effulgence apd bril<

lianee. ilaybe these Jrief psychie moments were goaod for ghaﬁ struggling ghost .
i : Rk > ‘

s
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of .his soul, which, freeing itself from earthly encumbrances, would take
flight into the upper and rarer atmosphere of distant space, where past,
present and future aren't, and the aim is aimless. The.soul's holiday! -
_But wgth mrs. Berelgy in 6onstant aétendance there was little chance for
. that subliminal self. Still, there were other compensations and distrac-
tions which claimed complete 1ndulgence, and sub51%%nce, to the exclu-
sion of anythlng else, of all other emotlons and passions.. The self
become immeresed in the immediate. ; ‘ oo

And so it happened Wlth iwo tall young twin-sisters who created new
whiflpools of ex01tement wherever they happened to be. Had they been hired
entertainers ‘they couldn't have come at a more auspicious time: Wnen )
talenfs and spirits begin to dip‘andkwashkg theirrlowest'ébb§§True,‘§he .
'evening had prdgressed guite far toward %he fateful midnight hour, when
guest “Jandmvéff host have a right to, look into each other's eye and say:
“ﬂell, tne evening has ;ofn on, qulte‘well and you and Ly ha re had houra B %
of entertainment and fun, and. now itfs time for a fada—eut and 4 blt quu
dulness, even boredom, " Just a blt But who can tell the end, once boreédom
beglns? -and the grand finale of an evenlng might prove a dismal fallure.w
It ga%d‘ now been M two hours since befoi*gmlunlght, when a guest

@a haq)ths legltlmate right to put a had before his mouth tosquelch an

" incipient yawnkand say goodnight to his hosts. What indeed to ‘do to re-

vive a drooping spirit and make it bubble again? Mrs. Berelpy was sear-
ching her hezd for the source of this early dlSSlpatlon of energy. To be
sure the evening began early, “the small talk and the big talk had had
their turn; then the games; and witticisms, which were mostly dull wits;
the well rehearsed dances now done for and threadbare; and now she admit-
ted to herself that this must continmue as a lomg drawn out tedium with
tired ghastly pale face. A humdrum’end/that would condemn the beginning. If |

God would only hurry the hour of departure. She'stole a glance at the clock,
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and was struek wlth‘inmb fear at thé augury eof prblgngM agony for the rest of

the -avemring: And then, just then, the slsters breezed in.

-

™o girls of tbe ne1ghbarnaad 1ittle vlder.than George, but yaung’mueh

tee youLo far their a@inr p&renjs. The shrivelled 1ittle father “uhe ne&er:
do-welly an& tke elangatei mather’snarse in flesh and hgaltn with beny } |
.gnarled hanés “erxei tb the ‘bane” ,te bring up the twins wngfga&e late intheir
!iibﬁ;And a hanpy bringlng‘up it _Was, -not threugh the efferts-of the parents
theugh the’ mathgr dig her Ievel ;eét bat beeause of the 81é£;i“' sunny €is-
pesitien and their zest for 1ife. Out of hiwh schosl, they seon wot iden~ °
t&eal seretarizl pesitiens, amd in un;san they put the neusenala sn & happxer :
.an& seunder i»un&atian. Now the 9l1d man ‘ne longer had te makéfbreten e% of
_leakinp for ﬁark ané the ﬁ%@ ﬁsther nd langer had teo éerane and werry how
to put foed mn the table, ar Pay bills. Often the metker had been heard in
her tra?ie vaiee- "Blaaming girls ana bitter poverty. The greater tae pevecs L
ty, the mere they ata, and the mere they bloomed." gW« What she had net sulﬁ
: was tnat ‘the- more‘the girls ate the mare she hun@ered. But . grhelllng

o thegh now-> A
ﬁeverﬁqn*hllanw forgetten, had nst failed te leave tne&r linear traclnvs e&

&thcir nether's face. Tragedy: peered threugh the fagade of hg?leeS:, it

Jurked thrauan the esrner e¢f her cyes. And she was always afraié‘Iﬁét the

eli nightmare ﬁuﬁ*$ return. Her hair pure white nsm, the blue in her eyes
shene With greater lustre ané the sking of Lke face lest its 'translueent
pafg;ss. In eeﬁﬁérisam wiéh thé whiéeness of her hair, and in esmtrast te it,
the face had a erimsen finge‘(h it. And, she was beautiful - the well deserved -

sérsnity sf‘eli age. ‘ ’

Their appearanee brewght new life te the assembled whese merale was

1anguish
beginning te _p: fer want ef semething new and ;resh. A new breath of air

into the stultified and stifiling atm@sphere. This new and fresh current
let itself be felt immediately, as it becume a facter in filling every eapty
8page and turgid volid. As it circulated thrsugh the house, and 2s the re-

eords on the phenograph began whirling anew, little eireles af‘énthusiastic
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ianeers; 1ike small whirpoulc began te form en the flaar, all.gzaritatinv
‘as 11 by eeatr@&tal foree terr& the main vertex the twin sisters. Auong
the few left eut ef the whirlglg . Hrs. Berely, exeusing herself en

the graunﬁ of her duties as a hestess, whieh were manifeld ana exaetim%;fen

(%equiz&nz~e¥aryfminut¢ eﬁwher~tams\3mr Berely, whcs&ﬁs a\pear daneer anyway,

faun& it eenvenlent t2 beg- eff V2 he:had-t0_follow iandi... +: remaln as an aide

ta his spsuse.nBetty btaye& aut t@a but for a~different‘reason. She was =z -
graeeful and aceomnllshed aaneer,jbut she had hardly left Geerve s side a1l
evening. She would have loved to. have Gearge‘as,her partuer, espe@;ally in
the new dange they were aaing naw, rhe'ﬁange;$but she well knew thaﬁ &aﬁeing

was net one of Gesrge's accemnlishments. She hadnpresf of 1it, when in the

&

‘ priVacy ef their home her mether. had aesoerately tried to tuter him in that

wF

wF }‘.‘
g

%

&art ana it had' prove a painful task teé hln. He* he wasn't reaéy yat, net

for publie disnlay. 3ut she. found it net unpleasant and even prafitable,
just te be eutside of it and = et nis side. Just talk.\He esulé. be.8o in-

ternstinm and entertaining. } PR ';.<. . .
n o ' !

. There was a meomentary pause te the flyimv shawls and skirts as a‘new

T At &

reeerd wWas being placed sn Lhe.maehine. Darin? the interval ,calm Jthe bnzz
—v/'ﬂ
‘which hadxnrevieusly drowned out by the shuffling sf feet and swishing ef

.

- silk an& satin, came now with the foree.of thunder. And sut . of .the violence.

A
the sisters appaare& befere Geerge and Bettﬂ. They e2eh wanted at least one

danece with.Geerge. Ne amaunt of pleading weuld divert them from their avew-

ed purpose. There was simply ne refusing them. They were the twin-quigs of

the bvening.“ltnwas,a ecemmand performence. And so George found himself en-

gulfed in the levely arms of ene of them, inhaling the sweetness of her

- willewy bedy, and floating in spaeéwwithTthe;qgsg énﬁ grace of any danegr

“on the f;oer. No, what was it, how was it! Viere his elay feef in the.hanas

wernr

- Ujpel 1 oW e
- of a Creator, was he the marble statup({nsghe hypnoticiganius)ef the seilp-

tor who breathed 1ife into its stonme~cold body! Indeed 1t must be so. It

8eexed the grace and skill of hisg partners were transfused imntes his very

§
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being by the: & ma‘rie taue\m apd sinueus mavement ef their beé.i@s and the

e

1ntnicacies ef the tanva;%eeame the simple ami eharminsr 1ines e:f.’ a bet_ﬂ.—‘

tiful peem. . o ) . -

w

mten 4thé sisters- flunsr him -away, and he was thrust sut of the whirl-

paal as if by eentrifugal fox;ee. He was sn the autside again losking om,

- S LY

Mments of visiosn as 1f floeting in the zZir,George thaught.

"L:Lfe is by mamsnts and in betweeén we Just struggle,” ‘he ebserved

’to Beety. - "; ERRL 9‘ Cee o ),A‘;i

- %

i Betty thouvht that sueh msmen*ts neecm't be rarse ;.s he ia.ssesssed; them, .
* that perhaps they ¢ iuld be multlplieé. at Wlll. But George didn't think se. B
‘ "1t ,}ust dmsn t lie within the prov.’nnee of eur will,™ he said. "Ami so
" %hese mements must remein no mere ‘tham rare. And raybe 11‘.'8 better se,-er-

iainae. by =a higher pwer. Iet these moments fleurish in one's 1ife Iike,
M "+ ghining staraw and let them remain signpasts on. the 1en<r tertiioug raad, ,&n@:
Iet them remzin far apart not te distract ms mueh. E‘ox we have mueh road T

ahaaé ani mreh strlvinn.
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Chapter IIL’ . , o o

A. Revelation-of. Nothingness
B¢ Hermann "Putehy" Kenamard

, C. Thererare foments fhat are like years...

They were three lonely days that follewed the Thanksglvimg festival

at the Berelys& There was bliss and Bhere was blipht. The bliss was the
thsensibelif
blapdness ané.(un:feeliuo%f nind and bo&y, the lassitude that brimgs relaxa@w
w
ani. ieservei nuabness te the cells :m the museles anx the brain. It's a goad

- +

f201ing. You cai“’ up en your cet like a cat, und elsse up like a clam, and :

ersx} ints your corpse and let -the corpuseles take their own csurse. Your

‘ ’ ‘ .-




